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Senator Doyle, Representative Walker and Members of the Human Services Committee,
ADHP Curriculum

The ADHP master’s degree curriculum allows for the acquisition of competencies that build upon the
fundamental knowledge and skills achieved at the baccalaureate level.

As Dean of the University of Bridgeport — Fones School of Dental Hygiene, I can assure you we are fully
committed to developing and implementing a Master’s Degree program that will educate and graduate
licensed and qualified candidates for this mid-level oral health practitioner. The ADHP cusriculum will
prepare practitioners to address special oral health needs of priority populations including children,
elderly, adults, and those with special needs who will be served in public health settings, The ADHP will
be a new member of the oral health team who will work in collaboration with dentists, to offer more
complete array of dental services to more CT residents.

When it comes to the educational program in support of patient services, the ADHP educational
framework is similar to that of a dental curriculum in areas where similarities occur, thereby providing
comparable patient and public safety.

The implementation of a pilot program requires baseline statistics and post statistics. All required
statistics will measure the degree of success of the pilot program. The expected length of the pilot
program is 18 months with a start date in 2012,




The American Dental Association biennially publishes a report devoted to the instruction, laboratory, and
patient care activities at all 56 Unites States dental schools. Utilizing data obtained from the most recent
2007 Survey of Dental Education, the following comparisons between dental school and ADHP clock
hours is noted.

Average Clock Hours Dental School | ADHP | Difference from ADHP
Dental Clinical Sciences : 3,557 3,237 | -320

Community Based Patient Care 132 400 +268

General and Oral Pathology 198 201 +3

Periodontics 301 314 +13

Pharmacology 85 102 +17

Oral Diagnosis and Treatment Planning | 202 111 91

Dental Public Health and Special Needs | 121 253 +132

Dental Emergencies 70 62 -8

Anesthesiology/Pain Control 57 54 -3

As can be seen, the difference between the two curricula is minimal based on each professional’s scope of
practice. The ADHP curriculum fully prepares the practitioner to perform what is required of the
position. This comparison of educational clock hours demonstrates that the practitioner is fully educated
in didactic, laboratory, and clinical sciences required to achieve the appropriate competency level.

Statistical Surveys Performed

Numerous surveys were performed within the past three vears in regards to the need and interest of the
ADHP, These swrveys are addressed later in my testimony. What the information gathered in those
surveys show is that both dentists and dental hygienists see a need for the ADHP and support this new
member of the dental team. While there is an interest among some Connecticut dental hygienists to
become an ADHP, others prefer to maintain their position as a registered dental hygienist. The following
resulls are based on three quantitative research studies.




More specifically, one research study involved a sample of 250 dentists and dental hygienists. Of those
surveyed 83.2% agreed that access to dental care is a significant concern, 14% somewhat agreed, 1.6%
were neufral, 1.2% somewhat agreed, and 0% strongly disagreed. When respondents were asked if the
profession of dentistry was able to address access to care needs without additional provider designations
12.8% strongly agreed, 15.2% somewhat agreed, 12.4% were neutral, 20.4% somewhat disagreed and
39.2% strongly disagreed. That is, only 28% thought the current licensing structure of the dental
profession was capable of delivering needed access to dental care. When asked if they support the
development of the proposed ADHP legislation, 70.4% said yes, 5.6% were neutral, 9.2% responded no,
and 14.8% were unfamiliar.

Another research study ascertained the views and perceptions of Connecticut dental hygiene students in
2007. The sample included 98% of CT dental hygicne students. Results showed that 48% of the
respondents view the future of ADHP as successful, 36% view it as somewhat successful, 89% perceive
the current curriculum as providing the tools and knowledge necessary to provide orai care to the
underserved, 69% consider advancing their education, and 26% consider pursuing a career in public
health.

A third study included a sample of 140 dental hygicnists. Of those surveyed, 90% are currently practicing
as clinicians, 45% earned a BSDIH, 37% an AS degree, and 15% a MSDH. 91% believe that there is a
lack of preventive and restorative care for the un-served public and 56% would be willing to pursue the
MSDH. In addition, 23% work in public health facilities, 47% are considering a career in public health
and 31% speak more than one language.

While the dental needs citizens of CT may be reasonably served according to certain surveys, there is no
reason we should not strive to improve the provision of dental care, especially access to care, for all.
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